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March 24, 1899 388 

In preparing replies to these inquiries I am aware that there may be 
some expense to be incurred by the consul, particularly in obtaining 
illustrations or plans of the harbors, and this Department will pay from 
the Epidemic Fund at its disposal such necessary expenses as may be 
incurred by the consuls in obtaining these plans and illustrations. 

I have the honor to remain, respectfully, yonrs. 

L. J. Gage, Secretary. 

Hon. Secretary of State. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General, United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Cerebrospinal meningitis in Mobile, Ala. 

Mobile, Ala., March 17, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to state that the fourth case (a colored man) 
of cerebrospinal meningitis died on the 10th instant. No other cases 
reported. 

Eespectfully, yours, E. D. Murray, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Diphtheria, influenza, scarlet fever, and smallpox in Chicago, III. 

Chicago, III., March IS, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to make the following report relative to con- 
tagious diseases in this city during the week ended March 11, 1899, viz, 
20 certificates of death were returned to the office of the commissioner 
of health giving influenza or la grippe and its complications as the 
cause thereof, 6 to uncomplicated influenza and 14 to influenza as the 
cause, complicated with other affections, chiefly pneumonia. During 
the same period 9 certificates of death were returned, giving scarlet 
fever as the cause thereof, 100 cases being reported ; also 14 giving diph- 
theria as the cause, 71 cases being reported, and 1 case of smallpox as 
reported in my letter of the 10th instant. 

Eespectfully, yours, Henry W. Sawtelle. 

Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Measles in Boston, Mass. 

Boston, Mass., March 12, 1899. 
Sir : I have to report that there were 214 cases of measles in Boston 
during the past week. Only 2 deaths from this disease were returned 
to the board of health. 

Eespectfully, yours, Fairfax Irwin, 

Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

Influenza in New Haven, Conn. 

New Haven, Conn., March 15, 1899. 
Sir : In response to circular letter of December 24, 1898, I inclose a 
report written by Dr. Mailhouse, who had charge of my work during 
my illness. During the epidemic in this locality I was unable to attend 
to my business, and was in Florida. 

Eespectfully, yours, Jno. P. C. Foster, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon. 

[Inclosure.] 

The epidemic of la grippe which visited New Haven during the winter of 1898-99 
arrived about the middle of November, attained its greatest intensity toward the end 
of December, and has now, February 4, about run its course, though a few cases are 



